SUNDAY
1st
May
8th
May
15th
May
22nd
May

9:00AM & 11 O’CLOCK

Ephesians 1:1-14
Chosen without knowing
Ephesians 1:15-23
Resting without stalling
Ephesians 2:1-10
Living without dying

29th
May

Ephesians 2:11-22
Disagreeing without dividing

Young Bible Heroes

5th
June
12th
June

Ephesians 3:1-13
Receiving without hoarding

19th
June

Ephesians 3:14-21
Loving without limiting

26th
June

Ephesians 4:1-16
Serving without grumbling

Young Bible Heroes

6:30PM
1 Timothy 1:1-11
Transforming power of Truth
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1 Timothy 1:12-20
Transforming us a people
1 Timothy 2
Transforming the way we
worship
1 Timothy 3
Transforming our ministers
1 Timothy 4
Transforming our spiritual
routine

3rd
July

Young Bible Heroes

1 Timothy 5:1-16
Transforming the life of the
church family

10th
July
17th
July
24th
July

Ephesians 4:17-5:4
Renewing without weakening
Ephesians 5:5-20
Shining without dimming
Ephesians 5:21-6:9
Respecting without degrading

1 Timothy 5:17-25
Transforming our lay leaders

31st
July

Ephesians 6:10-20
Fighting without fearing

1 Timothy 6
Transforming the world
beyond the church

Ephesians and
1 & 2 Timothy
Letters of Love and Guidance
to the Church

“Ephesians is the gospel of the church. It sets forth God’s eternal
purpose to create through Jesus Christ a new society which stands
out in bright relief against the sombre background of the old world.”

John Stott

As we press on in our year of Pastoral Care we need to look at
the way we, as Christian disciples, demonstrate the gospel in
our corporate life as the body of Christ. In this letter Paul writes
to the church in Ephesus where he has spent almost 3 years
preaching and pastoring, and, while giving thanks for their
acceptance of the gospel, he reminds them to live it as people
truly transformed through Christ.
Using poems and prayers he explains and exhorts the church to
let go of old divisions, old attitudes and old behaviours and
become what he calls a ‘New Humanity’ and a ‘New Temple’ for
the Lord. Paul’s call to transformation in Ephesus looks like this:
Take Off
Lies
Anger
Theft
Gossip
Revenge
Promiscuity
Drunkenness

Put On
Truth
Peace
Generosity
Encouragement
Forgiveness
Self-Control
God’s Spirit

In his letters to Timothy, the focus of our evening services
through until Autumn, Paul writes to someone he truly loves.
Timothy, sometimes referred to as the first Bishop of Ephesus, is

told to stay in Ephesus and teach and encourage the church to
grow strong in faith and crucially the personal transformation.
It could be said that we could easily rename 1 Timothy as 2
Ephesians as it’s more about instruction for the whole church
than it is for Timothy himself, but as it is addressed to Timothy
personally so it bears his name. But its central thrust is how
Timothy is to respond to factions in the church on issues of
teaching, tradition, leadership, worship, relationships (personal
and professional), behaviour, money, giving and doctrine.
In essence Paul wants to add to the teaching he began in person
and wrote about in his letter to the Ephesians by encouraging
the church to grow into a faithful, mature, loving and countercultural expression of what it means to be a follower of the
gospel of Jesus Christ. Something some folk in Ephesus were
struggling with, passively ignoring, or even fighting against.
As we continue our year focusing on Pastoral Care at CCB we
must recognise that the way we behave as a church family –
what we take off and what we put on – directly displays both
the genuineness of our faith and the sincerity of care shown “in
Jesus’ name” for those outside the church. As Stott said, we
must be “a new society that stands out in bright relief against
the sombre background of the old world.”
One last thing! To get the best out of the “Ephesian” message,
have a go at this: start with Acts 19, then read Ephesians, then
1&2 Timothy, and finally, Revelation 2:1-7. It might just help!

