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B2B UPDATE
| |

Ground Floor

First Floor

Where we currently stand
In May this year, we shared with you the great new design revisions
and compelling ministries for our vision to Bless Beckenham which
the redevelopment of our lower halls complex will make possible.
It really is a vision that takes CCB into the next 100years of towncentre Christian ministry
At that time, we invited those of you who were members of the
church electoral roll to submit your comments to the B2B working
group, at the same time the group submitted the new design and
mission objectives to Bromley’s planners for their informal views
(known as a pre-application submission).
We believe there is much to give us con dence as we continue to
seek the Lord’s will and further his mission in Beckenham. We hope
you will catch that sense too as we share with you the next steps in
our planning journey and work through the comments that we
received from you, our church family, and from the planners

Third Floor

As a team we continue to feel real expectancy that the Lord will
be with us in this venture and a great sense of our church being
called to greater more outward facing ministry and purpose
In Christ,
Rob, Nigel, Peter D., Peter H., Colin and Chris
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What did Bromley say & what does that
mean?

On your marks…
Prayer moves mountains and our
God can do impossible things so the
whole church needs to be more
committed to praying about B2B and
our part in God’s mission to the
people of Beckenham. We can do
that right now, starting today. Put a
reminder in your daily bible notes, by
your bedside, on your fridge, in your
calendar. Make it a regular item at
your LifeGroup, always include it in
the prayers on Sunday. Set up a
special regular prayer meeting.

Get set…
By April 2022 we hope the world will
be in a better place and the
nervousness of pandemic will be
fading, and it will be much easier to
show people what we want to do.
We need to tell and show our friends,
neighbours, local Councillors and
each other about how we want to
bring new fresh and generous
blessings of God to Beckenham and
how beautiful the new building will
be on our High Street.

GO
Towards the end of May, when we
have made real headway with all the
actions above we will then submit
our full planning application showing
how much of a blessing it will be. We
will also need to get all the church
family and our current hall users, and
the community and our local
councillors who are not on the
planning committee to write to the
planners and voice their support for
this building to bless Beckenham.
Then we wait and pray some more!

We were really encouraged that, other than saying the new building
was going to be larger than the current one, the planners made very
little comment about the design. We know from our last submission
that they are not afraid to say when they don’t like something, so
we think their silence is good thing. We also believe that if there is
go-ahead for the huge extension to Kelsey House, the modest
increase in our building will not be noticed. In fact the planners say
our site could take a bigger building. This is a real positive change
from their response to the previous design
Even from a purely secular perspective it was disappointing to read
“It is not considered that substantial public bene ts that outweigh
that harm or loss have been demonstrated.” Looking at the mission
goals set out in our vision it seems hard to understand, especially in
these times of signi cant social need, that the planners could make
that assessment and conclude that it is more harmful to the
community to lose the existing hall than it would be to a provide
new and better services and facilities that would bless the lives of so
many more people
The response the Conservation O cer mainly focused on the loss
of the Lea Wilson Hall which he describes as “a heritage asset.”
While we understand that there is a lot of history associated with
the hall we’re unconvinced by lots of the arguments, such as, “The
Fair eld Road entrance incorporates a ne Gothic porch which forms a
splendid and prominent entranceway,” and “signi cant features such as … a
ne and prominent stone plaque.”
It was very encouraging, however, to read that the planners say “the
acceptability of the scheme depends upon The Council's judgement on public
bene ts balanced against that harm.
Because the heart of the B2B
vision has always centred on
Luke 4:18-19. We
wholeheartedly believe that
vision really does o er the
greatest bene t to Beckenham
and we know Christ Church is a
church that has never valued heritage at the expense of outreach
and mission. We would always want to put the call of Luke 4 before
the preservation of buildings that are no longer facilitating the best
possible mission. As one church member put it - “Buildings don’t
bless - people do!” and we believe that the B2B vision will enable
the people of CCB to extend God’s blessing wider and better
We need to remember that it is the elected Councillors - who will
make the nal decision on our application and so, over the coming
months we, as a Church, will help them to see that the work we
want to do in the community outweighs the loss of an old hall. And
even the planners are open to us making a more persuasive case,
tipping the balance in favour of community outreach, - something
we believe we can do
We will also begin talking across Beckenham so our neighbours will
understand and support an application that will bring blessings to
our community.

.
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Comments on your comments…
February 2020 might feel like a lifetime ago but it was only 20
months ago when, at the two congregational meetings, we voted,
almost unanimously, to go forward for planning. It was an
expression of generosity and faith to move our church’s mission
onward and outward. Since then a great deal has happened and by
the time we published the new design and asked for comments we
were three quarters of the way into the second, and most
demoralising lockdown

Things you said…

By far the greatest number of replies contained and a mix of
genuine appreciation of the B2B vision, a real desire to “do
something” and heartfelt concerns. Other comments were fully
behind all aspects of the project, while some were totally opposed.
Thank you to all who commented with love and kindness

I pray that the local community and
Bromley Council will see what a huge
bene t this change will be for the
whole of Beckenham and will support
the proposals

The new design was a big hit with nearly everyone, and not just
because it was cheaper! Your positive response gave us con dence
that it will t well on the High Street, communicate “church in the
community,” welcome people in and will get greater public support
than the previous design.

It would be good to have excellent
mobility access and probably a larger
kitchen, for the wonderful outreach
already given through the community
lunches

Some asked about whether there was a need in Beckenham for the
outreach activities in the vision. Is there a need for a Child Contact
Centre or a community laundry/shower facility; would a Nighttime Live
Music Barista venue be attractive to Beckenham people

may not y with the congregation and
such lack of support would
undermine the entire proposal

We think the answer to each ministry we’ve suggested is YES! The
vision is intentionally wider than many people’s perception of
Beckenham, but certainly not beyond the reality of our community.
It’s true that many of these ministry goals are untested, but we
know from experience, contacts and conversations that these are
real needs in Beckenham and not all that hidden

I’m excited by many of the ideas for
the new building and new facilities
and keen for us, as a church, to make
more of an impact for Jesus in our
community
What disruption to the services we do
provide will occur during the building
works

Quite rightly, money was a big concern, - it is for all of us! Your
concerns fell into three broad categories: a)No way should we, b)
No way can we, and c) No reason not to try! It is in the DNA of the
gospel and the church that we invest in mission and that has always
meant premises as well as activities - as long as the buildings are a
response to the vision and not vice versa

I agree that there is a need to update
the hall’s presence on the high street
and make the complex more
accessible

One comment suggested that it would be insensitive to build on the
High Street with others struggling, but that fails to see B2B as
outreach and mission to the community. Few would object to the
building of a new library or community centre on the High Street.
We are building to bless our community

I don’t feel the plans to develop the
wide range of ministries are strong
enough at this stage to make it viable
Whilst I completely agree that the
outside of the building is not
welcoming and it needs an overhaul –
I am still not sure about the complete
demolition of it
How viable are the plans in terms of
being able to afford to run the
enlarged premises
Economically is it the right time to
start a new build on our High Street

.
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No more, “It’s the church opposite
Lidl’s”

fi

Also, into this category came calls for refurbishment rather than
replacement, but we need to be clear that refurbishment will cost in
excess of TWO MILLION pounds over the next few decades,
(£1m in the next ve to seven years), and even that will only enable
us to do some things better but little more. People with mobility
needs still won’t be able to go to the toilet, or
even move around the building in any digni ed
way. A decision to spend £2m on xing-up our
most archaic buildings without providing for the
most basic needs of every person in out
community is a greater o ence than any purpose
built community focused, evangelistic mission
could ever be
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The second category centred around whether or not we have the
capacity both to fund the build and to nance the ongoing
operation. With regard to the rst, the answer is simple - “We don’t
know.” We don’t know because we’ve not asked anyone to give,
pledge or loan to the project. One comment suggested that only the
naive would give to such a project, but I hope our Summer sermon
series ‘Against the Odds,’ reminded us that we have a God who does
unimaginable things through those who have faith. Being people of
faith is not naive. We believe we can attract external funding from
charitable bodies; the fact that we have £1 million in the bank gives
us a real bidding advantage. Also, while the new design came with a
very welcome reduced price tag, Brexit and COVID have caused
some construction prices to go up. At every stage we have sought to
check the Architect’s estimates with our own Quantity Surveyors,
so we could have the most accurate estimates possible, but we won’t
know the nal price tag until we receive the completed tenders and that’s a good way o .

We think the arrival of the new
building on the High Street would
very much show this church is very
much alive, very interested in their
community and very willing to get
involved in all aspects of local
people’s lives
We have a wealth of talents within the
family which could be used to help
raise essential funds
The potential in this design is huge. I
hope we are up to it
The new large hall, and the aspiration
to provide a night-time Christian
music venue, could be excised from
the project without any material
detriment to the originating vision.
This could make possible a radical
reshaping of the design with a view to
making the project a nancially viable
proposition
I am concerned about the cost
I pray that the local community and
Bromley Council will see what a huge
bene t this change will be for the
whole of Beckenham and will support
the proposals
I really like the new design, it has a
bright classic look and while being
compatible with surrounding
buildings
Christ Church needs to be more
visible in the High Street so we can
reach out to people
Very, very disappointed in this new
design. I nd it to be not at all
welcoming or “open” and the design
seems to be a very old-fashioned
I nd the new design much more
aesthetically pleasing than the rst
more modern, at roofed design, I
think it’s fabulous

As to the operational costs, we are fairly con dent (from the
amount of business we currently turn away), that increased lettings
will cover the cost of a centre manager. We also believe that we can
achieve external nancial support for community focused roles such
as community catering and barista training. There will be other
costs such as utilities, but again our expectation is that we will use
little more, or even less than we do now through environmentally
e cient design. The thermal wastage of our current halls is truly
shocking, with any meaningful remedy falling outside the £2m
refurbishment budget.
However, regardless of anything we do, we should not be people
whose rst response to a challenge is “I don’t think we can do this
so I’m not going to o er anything.” or “We cannot support this
project unless it is scaled back.” Christian mission has never been
predicated on anything other than personal sacri ce and the
generosity of God’s provision, so we have nothing to lose if we start
by o ering our very best and lots to lose if we limit our response to
what seems only humanly possible.
The third set of responses to the challenge of money did, however,
see it as an opportunity to faithfully test the water, to look to God
as the doer of impossible things. “We believe it is essential that we
work/strive together as a family to ensure it comes to uition.” & “I think
this is an exciting cha enge and something our church family can look
forward to, not with anxiety and nervousness, but with prayer, hope,
togetherness and joy.” These, and other responses look to a growing
church with all the additional joy and support increased
membership brings
We want to encourage the congregation to respond to the
undeniably big challenge of money in the same way David did
before Goliath. With no armour and only
pebbles from a stream a shepherd boy faced
and beat an enemy who had caused the
whole of the Israelite army to run scared
time and time again
Yes we need to be wise in all things, but we
should never take our eyes o the reminder
in Luke 1:37 that we serve a God who really
has the power to do anything.
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Our vision is to generously bless as many people in Beckenham as
possible - many of whom we’ve never reached out to before. So it’s
understandable that a lot of you wanted to know if the the church
family is up to the task. Back in May there were a number of
ministry gaps that we were struggling to ll. Our patrons, CPAS,
told us what we were experiencing was being experienced in
churches of all denominations across the country. COVID knocked
con dences, sapped energy, and eroded engagement with church.
It’s been, and still is for many,
a slow road to the restoration
of church membership and
activity.

Cost is more of a challenge than
could be raised or continue to
support, despite exciting ministry
opportunities and despite faithful
belief

So yes, it was a very fair
question to ask at a time of
greatest personal and
congregational exhaustion

I was not averse to the previous
design, the current, more traditional
one does seem more tting

Wonderfully, a palpable Spirit of joy and expectancy is returning to
the church as we see the Lord adding to our numbers as the
worship team leads us into an ever greater experience of the
presence of God Sunday after Sunday! The despondency that we
found in some of the comments, while understandable, in May no
longer seems to hold true in October. We are now ve months on
and we are seeing more and more people coming forward to take up
new ministries at CCB.

I think people will long to go inside. It
will be rmly anchored in the
community for all to see & encourage
many to attend church to nd out
what is on offer. Sharing The Love of
God with our neighbours
Buildings don’t bless - people do

In the last month we have welcomed many new leaders and helpers
at Toddlers, Baby club, CCBKids, and Path nders. We have new
people coming to church each week with most of them returning
and making CCB their regular worshiping home. Likewise, we
know we have gained new members online.

There’s a huge need for everyone in
the congregation to regularly pray
(including me) committing each nook
and cranny of this new building
Imagine the possibilities which are
going to be created from the project

We will be interviewing for a Children and Family Minister in
November and hopefully a part time Youth Minister and part time
Worship Leader will join the team in the New Year

The new design ts well with the
other buildings in the area. It
de nitely indicates”church” to people

We have been so encouraged over the last few months to a
reawakening in the energy and enthusiasm of our church family that
we absolutely believe CCB has the faith needed to deliver these
future outreach ministrie

I am wondering how we will nd and
nance the many roles that this
project is going to require

A final word from Rob…

A fantastic way to show what the
future could look like for CCB. It
would be nice to see large elements
of this coming to life sooner rather
than later

Dear iends at Christ Church
Working our way through those old familiar bible stories - like David
and Goliath; the Fiery furnace, Daniel in the lions’ den, Joshua and
the wa s of Jericho, - has reminded us that we serve a God who not
only has the power to do impossible things but who chooses to do
impossible things. Even more amazingly he chooses to do them
through the likes of us!

A new building is not going to make
us a new set of people
I do not think that the vision is one
that I am able to own

As we continue on this long journey of discovering his wi for CCB I
pray that we wi always keep the God who brought down wa s
with a cheer, a giant with a pebble, and kept lions mouths closed with
a prayer, right at the fore ont of our minds

I am 100% behind the new design
Spending £4,000,000 plus at this
time on a building could send out a
wrong signal
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We serve the Living God and His desire is to see the whole of
Beckenham come to know his love. As impossible as it may seem he
wants to do it through us and I believe we wi do it far better
through this new building.
God bless, Rob
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